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BEFORE AFTER revision rhinoplasty by Dr Zacharia
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which relies on cartilage from other areas of 
your body or even a synthetic implant.

In other cases, patients may find their first 
surgery did not remove enough tissue. This 
problem is generally the easiest to correct; 
because it typically involves completing what the 
initial surgery should have accomplished in the 
first place. Another common patient request is 
to restore their nose to its original appearance. 

While the success of your revision surgery 
will depend largely on what your surgeon has 
to work with, chances are strong that your 
doctor can correct the damage and achieve a 
satisfying result.

I believe the best candidates for rhinoplasty 
surgery are people who can communicate their 
requirements to their surgeon, have realistic 
expectations, have thought about what they 
want and why, and are physically, emotionally 
and psychologically mature. 

Like all cosmetic procedures, you should not 
expect changes in your appearance to change 
your entire life. Still, our self-esteem is often 
affected by our looks, so it is not uncommon 
for certain parts of our anatomy to bother us. 
For men and women alike, the nose is often a 
source of unhappiness. When the nose is out 
of proportion or has certain characteristics that 
make it less attractive to the eye we often think 
about changing it and rhinoplasty can offer an 
effective solution. 

Whether you need to remove a ‘hump’ on 
your nose, change its shape and definition, lift 
a droopy tip or reduce the size of your nose, 
you need to bear in mind that the nose is a 
complex structure and it is important that it 
remains in harmony with the proportions of your 
face. A particular nose can look beautiful on one 
person’s face and look completely wrong and 
out of place on another’s, depending on the 
overall facial proportions.  

sutured, removed or added to achieve your individual goals. 
If you go into your surgery expecting a perfect, flawless 
result, you may be setting yourself up for disappointment. 
Talk to your doctor about this aspect of the surgery in order 
to clear up any misconceptions you may have about your 
potential results.

Arrange for the proper follow-up care and always follow 
the advice and directions of your doctor to the letter. Also, 
be prepared for the unexpected. While the goal is to correct 
the damage from a previous rhinoplasty procedure, this 
may not always be entirely possible. In some cases, your 
doctor may even recommend additional surgery and other 
procedures to correct problem areas. By preparing yourself 
for this possibility, you will be better equipped to make the 
decision that is right for your needs. acsm
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Sometimes even the most minor alterations can achieve 
dramatic changes to your appearance. The best nose 
reshaping is one in which your nose still looks true to your 
ethnic background and to your facial bone structure. So 
it’s important that you have reasonable expectations about 
what kind of result is surgically possible for your face.

My main aim with any surgery I perform is to ascertain 
what the individual goals are for each patient. To determine  
if these goals are attainable, I then decide what type 
of surgery I can use to accomplish these goals without 
compromising the patient’s facial harmony and, most 
importantly, the function of their nose. 

The nose is made up of nasal bones, upper and lower 
lateral cartilages, the septum, skin and fat and any or all of 
these structures may need to be trimmed, shaved, moved, 

zacharia NOSE.indd   151 6/8/09   11:05:24 AM

revision 
rhinoplasty

Sydney ENT and facial plastic surgeon 

Dr Michael Zacharia explains how 

revision rhinoplasty can correct an 

unsatisfactory nasal surgery procedure.

Medically, nasal surgery is known as rhinoplasty. It 
is also commonly referred to as nose reshaping, 
nose refinement or a nose job. No matter what 

you call it, rhinoplasty describes the most popular cosmetic 
procedure in Australia for anyone seeking to improve the 
appearance and/or function of their nose. The nose is the 
most prominent feature on our face; whether viewed front 
on or in profile, the nose is the centre of attention.  

Rhinoplasty is one of the most challenging operations 
in cosmetic surgery. Sometimes complications do occur 
and it is the surgeon’s job to guide the patient through 
the revision process. While most cosmetic procedures are 
relatively safe, this does not mean that each surgery goes 
exactly according plan. Recovery problems, unforeseen 
complications, side effects and low skilled surgeons can all 
contribute to problematic results. 

Rhinoplasty is one of today’s most common cosmetic 
surgeries but, like all procedures, it carries some level of 
risk. If you’ve had the unfortunate experience of having a 
bad nose job, there are ways to repair the damage and 
improve your appearance. A revision rhinoplasty procedure 
can help you achieve the look you want and eliminate the 
effects of a poorly performed rhinoplasty.  

There are a number of reasons to undergo revision 
rhinoplasty – from a past botched nose job to a severe  
nasal injury. Some patients may feel that their doctor 
removed too much bone, cartilage and tissue during their 
rhinoplasty procedure, resulting in a nose that looks too 
small for their face. A skilled revision surgeon can correct 
this problem, sometimes with the use of an augmentation 
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